CTSA POD Call January 6, 2026 | 12:00 PST

Attendees:
Dan Cooper, UC Irvine
Eric Vilain, UC Irvine
Andria Meyer, UC Irvine
Nancy Pandhi, University of New Mexico
Ashley Kapron, University of Utah
Tong Sun, University of Washington
Molly Belinski, UC San Francisco
Rachel Hess, University of Utah
Ron Sokol, University of Colorado
Tim Lockie, University of Colorado
Vanessa Jacoby, UC San Francisco
Janine Higgins, University of Colorado
Jenny Majersik, University of Utah
John Amory, University of Washington

Agenda and Minutes:

POD AGENDA
1- Removal of requirement of preapproval for grants application with a budget over $500k. What does this really mean? (Link is right below)
- https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-019.html

Signals willingness to increase budgets in a straight-forward manner that acknowledges the true cost of doing research considering inflation.
500K is insufficient in many cases. The prior approval process was onerous so this is viewed as very positive as this process delayed grants by about a year. Concern is this could reduce the number of projects funded. Talking to Program Officer before submission is common and recommended.

2- Zero embargo policy: experiences from the Hubs. Funding resources to be compliant?
Discussion about how each hub may handle this compliance requirement and resources from institutions to support costs. Some publications do not have a zero embargo policy and require a large fee.  CTSAs are approached often to help support publication costs and concern this will only increase.
Direct submission to NIH through NIHMS in a PDF is a solution but will require education across the institution on process for submission.
UCs can put the manuscript in eScholarship for free open access and does not violate publishing agreements. 
  
3. Jan 28th submission delay/cancellation for PAR -24-272 and tier uncertainty
Short discussion on what this means and what the true impact will be. Upping the limit in lowest tier could free up funds for other projects.

4- Other feedback to NCATS and other open topics
	Not discussed.

